Puerto Rico Sea Grant Applied Research Competition 2018-2020

Call for Letters of Intent (LOI)
Puerto Rico Sea Grant Biennial Marine and Coastal Applied
Research Competition: Funding and Proposal Information

P

uerto Rico Sea Grant has opened opportunities for cross-disciplinary and multi-disciplinary applied
research that leads to enhance the understanding of tropical islands environments, and supports
improved public policy and decision-making for better management of coastal and marine resources. In
this biennial RFP, up to $360,000 in funding is available. We expect to fund six (6) projects with a period
of performance of two years and federal requests of up to $60,000 per year. A 50% funding match is
required from non-federal sources ($1 of match for every $2 of Sea Grant funding requested).
Puerto Rico Sea Grant support is awarded on a competitive basis and is available to researchers at
academic institutions, NGOs, and other non-profit education organizations. While priority is given to
institutions within Puerto Rico and U.S. Virgin Islands, our program recognizes that research issues
cross physical and disciplinary boundaries and occasionally fund projects at institutions at non-PR/USVI
institutions if the project has relevance to the archipelago. Proponents can be a PI, Co-PI or Associate
Researcher on just one proposal submitted for this competition. Projects that enjoy commonwealth
agency or public support or funding and active contributions of students are highly encouraged.
Collaborations with resource managers, resource users and the private industry are encouraged.
Exclusively researchers who submit letters of interest and receive review comments will be encouraged
to submit full proposals. However, if you submitted a LOI and were not encouraged to submit a full
proposal, you can still do so, but chances to receive funding are very limited.
Proposals need to be relevant to one of the three (3) focus areas and priorities identified in the 2014-2017
PRSG Strategic Plan available at http://seagrantpr.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/Strategic_plan_20142017.pdf. Only applied and relevant research projects that propose activities addressing important
problems, issues or opportunities in the conservation, management, use or development of coastal or
marine resources and ecosystems will be considered.
Proposals must address one or more of the following topics:
• Sea level rise, climate impacts and adaptation strategies
• Land-sea or land-estuaries interactions
• Cross-disciplinary research that addresses large scale issues of relevance to coastal communities
• Science that links social science and natural science research
Proposals that do not focus on the priorities identified in this document will not be reviewed. Relevance
of the proposed work and the expected societal impact to Puerto Rico’s coastal and marine resources
and Puerto Rico Sea Grant’s Strategic Plan must be clearly described including how the knowledge,
data generated or tools will lead to measurable progress towards strategic objectives and priorities of
our program. Goals and objectives of the project must be clearly stated and identify how the proposed
research applies to strategic objectives included in the 2014-2017 Strategic Plan. Usefulness of the project
must be easily conceived and effectiveness of expected results, applications, and project effectiveness
should be obviously determined. Scientific merit approach of the project must be technically sound and
innovative, presenting new and relevant approaches to improve the management of coastal and marine
resources of the archipelago. An extension or outreach component must be included together with a plan
to disseminate research findings to resource users and potential stakeholders.

NOAA regulations demand that data and information collected and/or created under NOAA (including
Sea Grant) grants must be made visible, accessible, and independently understandable to general users,
free of charge or at minimal cost, in a timely manner (typically no later than two years after the data
are collected or created), except where limited by law, regulation, policy or by security requirements.
The requirement has two basic parts: (1) environmental and socioeconomic data generated by a grant
project must be made available after a reasonable period of exclusive use, and (2) the grant proposal must
describe the plan to make the data available. A data management plan will be required for full proposals.
Submission of required materials identified for a complete LOI package must be submitted to
kurtallen.grove@upr.edu on or before 4:30 pm AST on December 15th, 2016.

Review Process Qualification Criteria
Letter of Intent (LOI) must meet all subsequent criteria to be considered in the review process. LOI that
do not fully comply with these criteria will not be considered in this competition, without exception.
Principal Investigators need to comply with the criteria previously delineated to qualify for review.

Letter of Intent Format and Guidelines
A LOI must be submitted and evaluated prior to an invitation to submit a full proposal.
The LOI should not exceed two pages and needs to include the following:
1. A brief descriptive title of the project, name of the investigators, and academic affiliation.
2. A short statement (not exceeding 750 words) explaining project relevance, objectives (expected
results) and methods (data required and analysis). Define the product(s) that your research will
provide.
3. A short budget indicating total Sea Grant request and total match for year one, year two and total
(not to exceed $60,000/year in federal request). Researchers must demonstrate that project costs are
appropriate to accomplish the proposed activities and stated goals and objectives.
Consider the following when estimating the global cost of the proposed project; permanent
equipment, materials, travel, number of personnel, calculation of salaries and fringe benefits, time
and effort of personnel, staff, and students, subcontracts (if any), non-federal matching funds and
calculation of indirect costs.
NOAA requires that the grantee provide matching funds equivalent to 50% of the amount requested
from the Federal government. Suggestions of state and federal natural resource agencies that
you may wish to contact and develop a proposal with might include: Department of Natural and
Environmental Resources of Puerto Rico, Department of Planning and Natural Resources of the
US Virgin Islands, US Geological Survey, Army Corps of Engineers, National Park Service, Fish
and Wildlife Service, Puerto Rico Planning Board, Environmental Quality Board, Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) among others.
4. All pages should be formatted to use 8-1/2” x 11” paper
5. Proposals with two-year duration are preferred.

6. Proposals must be submitted in docx, or doc format.
7. Include a short (one page or less) CV’s or Bio’s (not part of two-page limit).

Submittals
The LOI must be submitted electronically to Dr. Kurt A. Grove, our Research Coordinator at:
kurtallen.grove@upr.edu

Schedule and due dates (deadlines)
The LOI is due at UPRSGCP on or before 4:30 p.m. (AST) December 15th, 2016; late applications will
not be accepted. After review of LOI by the UPR Sea Grant’s management and Technical Review Panel,
the most relevant projects will be encouraged to submit full proposals by January 20th, 2017. Review
panel comments will be included in our notification. The deadline for full proposal submission is March
15, 2017 at 4:30pm. Full proposal guidelines will be sent along with our invitations and will also be
available on our web-page (www.seagrantpr.org).
UPR Sea Grant College Program is located at the Center for Research & Development (“Centro de
Investigación y Desarrollo”, CID), Road 108, Km 1.0, Mayagüez, Puerto Rico 00680.
Send mail to:
UPR Sea Grant College Program
PO Box 9000
Mayagüez, PR 00681-9000

Contacts for further information
Dr. Kurt Grove, Research Coordinator, 787-832-4040 x5300, 787-832-3585; 787-834-4726
kurtallen.grove@uprm.edu
Ruperto Chaparro Serrano, Director, 787-832-3585; 787-834-4726
ruperto.chaparro@upr.edu
Dr. René F. Esteves-Amador, Director of Outreach, 787-832-3585; 787-834-4726
rene.esteves@upr.edu
Yulissa García, Admin/Financial Officer, 787-832-3585; 787-834-4726
yulissa.garcia1@upr.edu

